Lesson Summary for August 26, 2007
Genesis 11:1 – Genesis 12:7

We noted that Genesis 11 starts with a time before the “earth was divided” (Gen. 10:25), because the time of Genesis 11 was when all inhabitants of the earth spoke the same language.  From Gen. 11 throughout the remainder of the book, the emphasis will be on the lineage of Shem…….the lineage of Abraham and eventually David and then to Jesus Christ.

God had commanded Noah and his family to fill/populate the earth.  We learn in Gen. 11 that man had another idea.  They would blatantly disobey God and would stay together and build a city, make a tower to reach into heaven, and make for themselves a name, so they indeed would not be scattered.
God then confused their languages and scattered them according to families and languages.  We may try to thwart God’s plans/purposes, but He always has the last say…..since man wouldn’t obey on his own, He miraculously made them scatter.  He does the same today!
The end of Gen. 11 records the event of Abram, along with his father Terah and Lot leaving the Ur of the Chaldeans and traveling to Haran.  We noted Acts 7:2 & 3 along with Hebrews 11:8 to get New Testament commentary of God’s appearance to Abram in Ur and His calling Abram to following Him to a land He would show him.

Gen. 12 told us about God’s speaking to Abram in Haran after Terah, his father, died and also God’s promises to Abram if he would follow God, again to a land He would show him.  Abram obeyed at age 75 and when he got to Shechem in Canaan, the Lord appeared to Abram a 2nd time and told him, “I will give this land to your descendant;” this land of Canaan was the “land of promise” and it would be for this descendants.

We find Abram’s response to God’s appearance and promise, his first recorded act of worship.  He built an altar there in Shechem to the Lord.  It would not be his last, but this was a momentous occasion.

We will take a two week absence from Genesis.  This next Sunday is Labor Day weekend and at least half the class stated they would not be able to be in class.  The next week Becky Mooney and I will be in Oklahoma City with Betty Billings and her family attending Stephen and Sarah’s wedding.
So next Sunday, Sept. 2nd, we’ll have a social time in class, then we’ll have an informal “Q. & A. with Marie” session.  These are always such fun, so come and enjoy some fellowship and great time in God’s Word looking for answers to questions you’ve always wondered about.

Yours because I’m His………..Marie, 2 Corinthians 4:5

