December 2, 2007 Lesson Summary
Genesis 25:1 – 26:24

After Sarah’s death, Abraham married Keturah, and they had 6 children.  Abraham, before his death, gave gifts to his children but gave all his inheritance to Isaac.  He died at age 175 and was buried by both Isaac and Ishmael in the same place as Sarah.

The remainder of Genesis will be directed toward the “promised” lineage.  God had told Abraham the promise would come through Isaac.  After 20 years of being barren, and Isaac praying for Rebekah, she gave birth to twins.  These two sons would be two nations, and the “older (Esau) would serve the younger (Jacob).”

In Gen. 25 we learn of Esau selling his “birthright” for a bowl of stew.  We noted how severe the consequences can be for rash, un-thought out decisions; so common among teens today.  Esau was driven by his uncontrolled appetite, and Jacob was selfish and manipulative.  But in it all God was fulfilling His plan/purposes/promises.
There was a famine in Canaan, and the Lord’s first appearance to Isaac is recorded in Genesis 26:2-5.  Here God told Isaac not to go to Egypt, but to stay in the land.  During this time God repeated the Abrahamic promises to Isaac and promised to be with him.

Isaac obeyed, stayed in Gerar, but repeated Abraham’s pattern; told Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, that Rebekah was his sister.  As only our sovereign God could orchestrate, that resulted in Isaac’s protection.   You probably remember Abimelech’s dream where God had spoken to him before regarding Abraham and Sarah.  He learned not to “touch” God’s anointed, and said he would “put to death” anyone who touched Isaac or Rebekah.

Isaac became very wealthy and the Philistines envied him.  He was asked to leave and went to Beersheba where the Lord appeared to him again telling him, “I am the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am will you.”  Vicky Payne will start with Gen. 26:24b next Sunday.

You have to be as awestruck as I am as we learn about how “longsuffering” God is with His children, and His plans are never thwarted even though we make so many careless and misguided choices.

Lee and I will be in Birmingham to celebrate Joshua’s 8th birthday next weekend.  Have a glorious week and hope to see you all at our Chara Christmas social on Tuesday, Dec. 11th at Beckie Browning’s.

Yours because I’m His……………Marie, 2 Corinthians 4:5

