December 23, 2007 Lesson Summary
Genesis 31:1 – 35:11

We started our study with God speaking to Jacob and telling him, “return to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.”  Jacob gathers his family and possessions and leaves Haran to return to Canaan.  Here we learn more about the character of Laban; he had changed Jacob’s wages 10 times in the additional six years he had worked for him.  We learned that even though man may try to cheat and rob us, God is in control; Jacob left with much wealth because he needed much to appease Esau upon His return.

Rachel had stolen Laban’s household idols and came after Jacob, but only after having been warned by God to not threaten or do harm to Jacob. We learned what the Mizpah covenant is and is not.

When Jacob was approaching land near Canaan, angels of God met him.  He received courage to send for Esau; Esau came to meet Jacob, but with 400 men.  Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed, but continued to do what God told him to do, but in wisdom and courage.

Jacob wrestled with God: “strived and prevailed,” Gen. 32:28, but was left limping.  God in His wisdom and preordained plans, usually doesn’t do it with people in perfect health.

Esau was indeed appeased and returned to Edom after his “gift of much wealth,” and Jacob, et al, head for Succoth, then to Shechem.  It is at Shechem that Dinah is raped and the subsequent slaughter of the man that raped her, alone with his father, his family and city.  God then told Jacob to go to Bethel and to build Him an altar there.  Jacob obeyed and there God made Himself known to Jacob and revealed Himself as “El Shaddai,” God Almighty.  Here is most likely the place where Jacob surrendered his life to Jehovah as his God; i.e., got saved. 

I learned this past week that “El Shaddi” is used only two times previous to Gen. 35:11, and in both cases this name was used in direct connection to the Abrahamic covenant.  We noted that God is able to fulfill His covenants/promise, because He is “God Almighty.”  We quickly reviewed several Covenant promises that are ours in the New Covenant: those already fulfilled, and those still to be fulfilled (which are as sure as “God Almighty” Himself).

Have a most blessed and joyous celebration of our Savior’s birth.  Hope to see you next Sunday when we’ll finish Gen. 35 and begin studying the life of Joseph (Week 7 in your book).  Outside of Christ Jesus Himself, Joseph is my favor character in the Bible.

Yours because I’m His…………Marie, 2 Corinthians 4:5

