May 11, 2008  
What takes a person from “I hope so” to “I know so?”  
The Lord put the following on my heart; I couldn’t recap what happened any better than to just give you my teaching notes.  Questions and input from the class as I taught took the whole teaching time.  I believe God spoke to hearts, and I pray He will to yours as you read this.
I am more convinced than ever that “seeing” God’s miracles or experiencing God’s mighty works does not make a person holy.  This is going to be proven over and over as we continue through the book of Exodus.  Loving God’s miraculous power only “breeds” wanting/demanding more of God’s miraculous power.

Holiness and righteous behavior only comes from knowing/loving the “God of the Bible;” i.e., believing as to trusting God to be Who He says He is and will do what He says He will do AND believing as to obeying what He says we are to do. Dan. 11:32b

I heard a pastor from Romania, after the fall of Chowchezkue (sp.), speak at Precept Ministries.  He said we Christians in Romania are “fearful” for American Christians….our faith has been refined by the fire.  We’re fearful your faith is too weak to stand in the midst of persecution and suffering.

May I share with you the deepest concern of my heart as well?  I am also fearful the faith of most American Christians is too weak to walk victoriously through pain and suffering.

Let me be sure to say, that the Bible teaches that if a faith does not “persevere until the end” it is not a “saving faith.”  But there is a genuine faith that does not “live victoriously” in all circumstances.  

Yesterday, I said to someone who is the midst of being tested to see if they have cancer, who claims to know Christ and I believe this person does, when I said “I’m praying.  I love you.  God is still good all the time.  He is on His throne and only does good works.”  
Their response was, “I hope so.”  How is a person’s faith going to go from “I hope so” to “I know so?”  Not by a miraculous intervention, which I pray earnestly is the case here.  In case of miraculous interventions a person’s faith is strong only until the next time they need another miraculous intervention.  Then their faith wavers until the next miraculous intervention; or if God chooses not to work things out the way they want Him too…they are not walking 
victoriously…..they doubt God’s goodness & faithfulness to them.
We all need to understand clearly, that “faith” is not genuine faith until it is proven/tested to be so.  My earnest passion and deepest desire is that we all will get to know our God so intimately, that when the “thunder and hail storms come,” and come they will, we will “trust and obey” Him, live in expectation of His goodness being poured out in ways that give Him glory….not our faith being praised…….but His person being praised.
When we were in B’ham two Sundays ago, the teacher asked the question, “Have you ever prayed to God and He not answer?”  A few in the class answered yes and he agreed.  I pondered and kept silent as long as I could until I absolutely had to revisit the question and took them to John 16:13.
John 16:13  "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
The absolute truth is God hears and answers every true believer’s prayer.  When He doesn’t say “yes,” most say either He didn’t hear or didn’t care or whatever.  As Lee said, our problem is that many times we just plain don’t like His answer.

Let’s recount the “miracles” God had done thus far the children of Israel, and observe today what effect, short term or long, it had on the sons of Israel re: their “faith in God.”

Since I have been gone, Moses has led the Jews through the Red Sea on dry land, has totally destroyed the Egyptian Army that had pursued Israel.  Even the Egyptians had said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians.” 14:25
Let’s read 14:31 = And when Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His servant Moses.

What was their response three days later in a “no water” situation, and when they came to water and it was “bitter.”  They grumbled, Exodus 15:22.

God provided “sweet” water at Marah by a miracle, and then God led them to 12 springs of water at Elim (15:27) …..remember the angel of the Lord went before them, as well as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to guide them.  God indeed led them every step of their journey, which would end up being 40+ years.
Approx. 1 ½ months later (16:1), they left Elim….Israel grumbled, “would we have died in Egypt.”  Ex. 16:33 plainly says they were grumbling against the Lord, not Moses.
God knows our mal-content, our being upset and sometimes even angry with how things are going (or not going) is not against our circumstances nor people, but bottom line is against Him.  Whether we are willing to admit it or not, our constant worry and/or fears are an accurate barometer of our faith/belief re: God’s person and ways. 
Please look at 1 Cor. 10:6, 11; this is in the context of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness.

6 Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, 

as they also craved.  


11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom 
the ends of the ages have come. 

God gave them manna from heaven for a specific purpose. Look at Deu. 8:3, Matt. 4:4 & John 6:31.

Deu. 8:3  "And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did  not  know, 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but 
man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.


Matthew 4:4   But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'"


John 6:31


31 "Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.'"  


32 Jesus therefore said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out 
of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  


33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world."  


34 They said therefore to Him, "Lord, evermore give us this bread."  


35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who believes in 
Me shall never thirst.

Mostly, we crave the “things of this world” and for the most part are not content with the providence of God; we do not have a heart of thanksgiving for what God has proved.  We just plain “want more.”  We do know believe that we must crave God’s Word more than our necessary food.
May we be able to say with Job…. Job 23:12   "I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.

Look at Romans 15:4   For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.


Romans 15:4   For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

“Perseverance” of what?   Trials, tribulations, sufferings, afflictions……..

Let me bring you a phenomenal word of encourage…….we know the “end of the story.”  We win!!   God is with great mercy and grace; He is about making us into valiant warriors…..trusted & experienced stewards of His treasure….. “the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let us embrace the true brevity of this life and focus our hopes and dreams on the “eternity” of the life to come.  You can know for sure that whatever you need to grow into His Son’s likeness and to accomplish the kingdom work He has pre-ordained you to do, He will lavishly provide you from what He owns………and He owns everything.
Hope to see you next Sunday………..yours because I’m His……….Marie, 2 Cor. 4:5
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Job 23:12   "I have not departed from the command of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.

Romans 15:4   For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
Numbers 14:22  (context of 10 men returning from spying out promised land)

22 "Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs, which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice,  

23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.

Hebrews 11:6   And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Ephesians 2:13-16  

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall,  
15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,  
16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

Romans 12:3-8

3 For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  
4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  
(Romans 12 continued on next page)                                 - 1 -
(Romans 12 continued from previous page)  

5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
6 And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  
7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  
8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:4-26

4  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  
5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  
6 And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.  
7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit;  
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  
10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  
12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  
13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  
14 For the body is not one member, but many.  
15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  
16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.  
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?  
18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 
19 And if they were all one member, where would the body be?  
20 But now there are many members, but one body.  
21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  
22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;  
23 and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our unseemly members come to have more abundant seemliness,  
24 whereas our seemly members have no need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,  
25 that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.  
26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
27 Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.  
28 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.  
29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?  
30 All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?                                                                    
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